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SECTION: Infection Control 

POLICY AND PROCEDURE: Bloodborne 
Pathogens and Waste Management 

Approved date: _________________ 
Approved by: ___________________ 
Effective date: __________________ 
Revised date: __________________ 
Revised date: __________________ 

POLICY: 

The site will follow the OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standard and California Waste 
Management Act according to 8 CCR §5193 (Cal OSHA Health Care Worker 
Needlestick Prevention Act, 1999); H&S Code, §117600-118360 (CA Medical Waste 
Management Act, 1997); 29 CFR §1910.1030. 

PROCEDURE: 

I. BLOOD AND OTHER POTENTIALLY INFECTIOUS MATERIALS (OPIM) 

A. OPIM are all human body fluids, any unfixed tissue or organ (other than intact 
skin) from a human (living or dead), and HIV or HBV-containing blood, cells, 
tissue, organs, cultures, medium or solutions.  Containers for blood and OPIM 
are closable, leak proof, and labeled and/or color-coded.  Double bagging is 
required only if leakage is possible. 

II. PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT (PPE)

A. PPE is specialized clothing and/or equipment for protection against
bloodborne pathogen hazards, and does not include general work clothes 
(e.g., uniforms, cloth lab coats) that permit liquid to soak through. 

B. PPE is available for staff use on site, and includes:  
1. water repelling gloves
2. clothing barrier (e.g., gown, sheets)
3. face/eye protection (e.g., goggles, face shield)
4. respiratory infection protection (e.g., mask)

C. Other necessary PPE are available specific to the practice and types of 
procedures performed on site. General work clothes are appropriate only if 
blood/OPIM does not penetrate through employee’s work clothes, 
undergarments, skin, eyes, mouth, or other mucous membranes under 
NORMAL conditions of use. 



                                

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 Page 2 of 3 
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III. LABELS

A. A warning label is affixed to red bagged regulated wastes, sharps containers,
refrigerators/freezers containing blood or OPIM, containers used to store or 
transport blood or OPIM, and contaminated laundry or equipment for storage 
or transporting. The international “BIOHAZARDOUS WASTE” label, 
(fluorescent orange or red-orange with contrasting lettering/symbols) is an 
integral part of the container or affixed to container.  Sharps containers are 
labeled with the words “Sharps Waste” or with the international biohazard 
symbol and the word “BIOHAZARD”.  Individual containers of blood or OPIM 
are exempted from warning labels if placed inside a labeled secondary 
container for storage, transport, or disposal.  Alternative marking or color 
coding may be used to label contaminated laundry or specimen containers if 
the alternative marking permits employees on site to recognize that container 
requires compliance with Universal Precautions.  If the contaminated laundry 
or specimen leaves the site, an international “Biohazardous Waste” warning 
label and/or red color-coding is used. 

IV. NEEDLESTICK SAFETY

A. Contaminated sharps are discarded immediately.  Sharps containers are
located close to the immediate area where sharps are used, and are 
inaccessible to unauthorized persons.  Sharps are not bent, removed from a 
syringe, or recapped. Needleless systems, sharps with engineered sharps 
injury protection (ESIP), and non-needle sharps are used unless exemptions 
have been approved by Cal/OSHA (8CCR, Section 5193).  Security of 
portable containers in patient care areas is maintained at all times.  Any 
device capable of cutting or piercing (e.g. syringes, hypodermic needles, 
needleless devices, blades, broken glass, slides, vials) are placed in a 
closable, puncture-resistant, labeled, leak-proof container.  If these 
requirements are met, containers made of various materials (e.g., cardboard, 
plastic) are acceptable. Containers are not overfilled past manufacturer’s 
designated fill line, or more than ¾ full.  Supply of containers on hand is 
adequate to ensure routine change-out when filled. 

V. SHARPS INJURY DOCUMENTATION 

A. Site has a method in place to document sharps injuries. Date, time, 
description of exposure incident, sharp type/brand, follow-up care is 
documented within 14 days of injury incident (see attached Sharps Injury 
Report form). 

VI. CONTAMINATED LAUNDRY

A. Site has a laundry service contract or a washer and dryer on site to launder
contaminated laundry (soiled with blood/OPIM or containing contaminated 
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sharps). Manufacturer’s guidelines are followed to decontaminate and 
launder reusable protective clothing.  Laundry requirements are “not 
applicable” if only disposable PPE is used on site. 

VII. REGULATED WASTE STORAGE

A. Regulated waste is contained separately from other wastes (e.g.,
contaminated wastes) at the point of origin in the producing facility, placed in 
red biohazardous bags with Biohazard label, and stored in a closed container 
that is not accessible to unauthorized persons.  If stored outside of the office, 
a lock secures the entry door, gate or receptacle lid, and posted warning 
sign(s) in English and Spanish are visible for a distance of 25-feet.  The sign 
wording states “CAUTION—BIOHAZARDOUS WASTE STORAGE AREA— 
UNAUTHORIZED PERSONS KEEP OUT” or “CUIDADO—ZONA DE 
RESIDUOS—BIOLOGICOS PELIGROSOS—PROHIBIDA LA ENTRADA A 
PERSONAS NO AUTHORIZADAS.”  Signs prior to the passage of the 
Medical Waste Act, Infectious Waste, are permitted for the “life” of the sign.   

B. Regulated wastes include: 1) Biohazardous wastes, e.g., laboratory wastes, 
human specimens/tissue, blood/contaminated materials “known” to be 
infected with highly communicable diseases for humans and/or that require 
isolation, and 2) Medical wastes, e.g., liquid/semi-liquid blood or OPIM, items 
caked with dry blood or OPIM and capable of releasing materials during 
handling, and contaminated sharps (Health and Safety Code, Chapter 6.1, 
CA Medical Waste Management Act). 

VIII. MEDICAL WASTE DISPOSAL

A. Medical wastes are hauled to a permitted offsite medical waste treatment
facility, to a transfer station, or to another registered generator for  
consolidation. Hauling is by a registered hazardous waste transporter or by a 
person with an approved limited-quantity hauling exemption granted by the 
CA DHSDHCS Waste Management Division.  The limited-quantity hauling 
exemption is valid for a period of one year and is renewed annually. When 
hauling medical wastes, the transporter carries the exemption form in the 
transporting vehicle. A medical waste tracking document is maintained that 
includes name of person transporting, number of waste containers, type of 
medical wastes, and date of transportation.  Tracking document is kept a 
minimum of 3 years for large waste generators and 2 years for small 
generators. 

Note: Contaminated wastes include materials soiled with blood during the course of 
their use but are not within the scope of regulated wastes. Contaminated waste items 
need not be disposed as regulated waste in labeled red bags, but can be discarded as 
solid waste in regular trash receptacle. 
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lsolyser® - SMS® 
lsolyser®/SMS® is a time & money saving way to treat biohazardous sharps waste. Our product meets 1 
EPA's FIFRA requirements and disinfects biohazardous material by generating heat when our proprietal) 
catalyst packets are added to our patented odor-free NMA base ingredient. After curing, the waste is soli1 
disinfected, rendered unrecognizable and unusable; making it safe to dispose of in your regular trash. Fo 
those few jurisdictions that do not yet allow disposal of SMS treated sharps in the regular trash, our 'mail 
option' can be utilized; you simply send us your activated SMS container for disposal. 
If you have any additional questions clickllem for FAQ's or call 866.436.9264. 

SRS 800 

Size - .8 Liter - Container 
Dimensions - 7 % x 3 Y.. x 2 % -
for patient rooms or small offices 
- (Case =9) - Case Dimensions -
15 X 9 X 8- Weight 191bs. 

$23.74 MSRP 

SMS 2400 

Size - 3 Liter - Container 
Dimensions- 10% x 5 Y.. x 5- for 
medical or dental use - (Case = 
6)- Case Dimensions 17 x 12 x 
11 -Weight 41 lbs. 

$43.43 MSRP 	

SMS 4000 

Size - 5.8 Liters - Container 
Dimensions - 9 % x 6 % x 9 ­
medical, dental or veterinary 1 
- (Case = 4) -Case Dimensic 
19 X 14 X 10- Weight 48 lbs. 

$63.09 MSRP 

SMS 10000 

Size - 10 Liters - Container 
Dimensions - 15 % x 6 % x 8 % -
for large medical, dental or 
veterinary offices or  large syringe 
applications - (Case =2) Case 
Dimensions -15 x 10 x 15­
Weight 39 lbs. 

$95.06 MSRP 

WMU 4000 

Wall mount unit for the SMS 
4000, mounting hardware and 
lock included. 
000 
000 
000 

$44.52 MSRP 

WMU 2400 

Wall mount unit for the SMS 
2400, mounting hardware anc 
lock included. 
000 
000 
000 

$44.52 MSRP 

WMU 800 

&EPA 
OSHA 

Compliant 

~ 
++++ 

Dental 
Economics 

http://www.wcminc.net/isolyser.php 3/13/2006 

http://www.wcminc.net/isolyser.php
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TO ORDER, CALL TOLL FREE: (800) 772-5657 

Sharps Disposal by Mail System® 

The Sharps Disposal by Mail System®, manufactured by Sharps Complianc 
first complete disposal system pioneered for simplified management of usee 
other small quantities of bio hazardous waste. Sharps Disposal by Mail 
disposal solution for medical waste discovered or generated by both faciliti1 
patients who self-inject therapeutic drugs. 

Advantages 

• 
 
 

 
 
 

Compliance with federal, state and municipal regulations 
• Reduced handling of medical waste 
• Elimination of expensive or unnecessary pick-ups by medic 

waste haulers 
• No contract requirements 
• Convenient, timely and reasonably priced disposal 
• Transportation of waste via the U.S. Postal Service 

How the Sharps Disposal by Mail System® Works 

The Sharps Disposal by Mail System® includes a sharps container, a gover 
sharps mailback box, a protective 3-ml bag liner and a 4-part simplified tra 
destruction and mailing, as well as confirmation of destruction, is included 
When the sharps container is full, it is placed in the pre-paid postage return 
to Sharps® treatment facility via the U.S. Postal Service (USPS). Upon recei1 
the receipt, weight and destruction of each container and its contents of w 
proof of destruction is made available for your records. 

Order the Sharps Disposal By Mall 
System® 

Deposit sharps and other medical waste 
Into sharps container. Close lid securely 

when ready for disposal. 

C< 
to 

Follow enclosed Instructions; place In 
the Sharps postage pre-paid return 

mallback box. Give to U.S. mall carrier 
or U.S. Post Office. 

Medical waste Is delivered to our treatment 
facility. 

PI 

3/13/2006http://www.sharpsinc.com/disposal_mail_product_page.htm 

http://www.sharpsinc.com/disposal_mail_product_page.htm
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Sharps Compliance, Inc. ("Sharps" or the "Company"), a wholly-owned subside 
Sharps Compliance Corp., Is a leading developer and provider of superior soluti 
improving safety, efficiency and costs related to the proper disposal of Sharps r 
waste by industry and consumers. Markets served by the Sharps Compliance G 
and our Sharps Container Products include home healthcare, medical, dental, 
veterinary and school nurse programs, agriculture, hospitality, residential, indu 
pharmaceutical, biotechnology, commercial and professional.

Our Sharps Container Products and 
Medical Sharps Disposal Services Include:

• Sharps Disposal by Mail System® 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Sharps Secure®
• Bio-Hazard Spill Kit
• AssetReturn™
. Trip LesSystem®
• Pitch-It™ IV Poles
• SureTemp Tote
• IsoWash® Linen Recovery System
• Pro-Tec® Non-Mailback Containers
. Bloodborne Pathogen Training
• OSHA Compliant Sharps Containers
• Confidential Destruction Services
. OSHA Compliant Sharps Consulting

Sharps' Container systems and Medical Sharps disposal training progran 
facilitate compliance with federal regulations, such as those developed Occu 
Safety Administration (OSHA), the Department of Transportation (DOT), a: 
municipal laws.

Additional Sharps Container Benefits Include:

• Our Sharps Container and Sharps Disposal Products Offer Ease oi 
 
 
 
 
 

• Cost effective Sharps Medical Waste System increases profitabili
• Sharps Containers an alternative to costly pick-up services
• Third-party tracking verification of Sharps Container
• Specialized, company-specific program development
• Sharps Container and Sharps Medical Waste OSHA Compliance d<

Home | Customer Support | Contact Us | Site Map | Sharps Pricer Log : 

© Copyright 2005 - Sharps Compliance, Inc. A Wholly Owned Subsidiary of Sharps 
Sharps Container, Medical Sharps Containers and Sharps Medical Waste Dispc 

9350 Kirby Dr., Suite 300 Houston, Texas TX (USA) 77054 
Tel: (800) 772-5657 sharps@sharpsinc.com

Click to View 
New Tutorials 

and Sharps 
Container 
Product 

Information 
on the 

Sharps 
Disposal By 

Mail 
System®

http://www.sharpsinc.com/index.htm 3/13/2006

mailto:sharps@sharpsinc.com
http://www.sharpsinc.com/index.htm


   
 

              

      

 

     

                

 

          

         

      

             

            

              

      

    

     
    

 
   

 

 

 

      

      
      
       

 

      

  

    
      

           
            
            
             

        

 

             
             
              

            
             
             
              

  

 

Sharps Injury Log 
The following information, if known or reasonably available, should be documented within 14 working days of the  
date on which each exposure incident was reported. 

 1. Date and time of the exposure incident:

2. Date of exposure incident report:  Report written by: 

 3. Type and brand of sharp involved:

4. Description of exposure incident:

• Job classification of exposed employee:

• Department or work area where the incident occurred:

• Procedure being performed by the exposed employee at the time of the incident:

• How the incident occurred:

• Body part(s) involved:

• Did the device involved have engineered sharps injury protection? Yes (9)   No (9) 

• Was engineered sharps injury protection on the sharp involved? Yes (9)   No (9) 

If Yes If No 

A. Was the protective mechanism activated  
at the time of the exposure incident? 
Yes ____ No ____ 

B. Did the injury occur before, during, or after 
the mechanism was activated? 

Comments: 

A. Does the injured employee believe that a 
protective mechanism could have prevented 
the injury? Yes No ____ ____ 

• Does the exposed employee believe that any controls (e.g., engineering, administrative, or work practice) could
have prevented the injury? Yes (9) No (9)

• Employee’s opinion:

5. Comments on the exposure incident (e.g., additional relevant factors involved):

6. Employee interview summary:

7. Picture(s) of the sharp(s) involved (please attach if available).
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